
  
Key Vocabulary 

altitude The height above sea level. 

earthquake Intense shaking of the earth’s surface 

caused by movements happening beneath 

the crust. 

lava Hot, liquid rock that flows from a volcano. 

magma Hot, liquid rock located deep below the 

earth’s surface. 

Magnitude The number given to show the size of an 

earthquake (how powerful it is).  

mountain Areas of land that rise at least 300m 

above sea level with a summit of at least 

600m 

mountain range A series of mountains that are connected 

to form a long line. 

Richter scale  A tool used to measure the strength of 

earthquakes from 1 to 10 

summit The highest point of a mountain. 

tectonic plate Pieces of the earth’s crust which fit 

together like a puzzle. 

volcano A mountain or opening in the earth’s crust 

which magma, ash and gases from deep 

underground escape. 
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