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Vocabulary 

Commonwealth A group of countries, including the 
UK, which have agreed to work 
together and have a joint set of 
values 

treason  A crime against the King, Queen or 
the government 

 invade To raid or enter another area as an 
enemy. 

 Magna Carta A list of promises that would make 
England a safer and fairer place to 
live. 

 monarch A person who rules over a place, 
usually a king or queen 

 rebels A group of people who disobey or 
fight against a government. 

 reign To rule over a country as the 
monarch. 

 revolt To join with others to fight against 
the government 

King John – reigned 1199-1216  

• King John charged the English people high taxes so he could 

afford more weapons and soldiers for battles. 

• The people got so fed up with this that  

they began to revolt. 

• The rebels took control of London and  

made King John approve Magna Carta.  

William the Conqueror – reigned 1066-1087 

• William believed that when King Edward died,  

he would be named as the next King of England.  

• Edward announced Harold Godwinson as the  

next King and William was not happy. 

• William invaded England from France in order to 

 defeat Harold in battle and become King. 

• William used fear to control the people of England and ordered 

them to pay huge taxes.  

 

 

King Henry VIII – reigned 1491-1547 

While he was King, Henry wanted the next monarch to be male so that England would be in the strongest 

 hands (he believed a daughter would not be clever enough to keep the peace). His first two wives gave  

birth to daughters and it wasn’t until he married Jane Seymour that he finally got a son.  


