
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Crime and Punishment (Y3 & Y4) 
 

Anglo-Saxon people accused 
of a crime had a trial. If a 
decision of guilty or not guilty 
could not be made, a trial by 
ordeal would take place. God 
would decide their fate. There 
were no prisons, so 
punishments acted as huge 
deterrents and were often 
very brutal including stoning 
and, whipping.  
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In the Victorian era many prisons were 
built to prevent people committing 
further crimes. Life in prison was very 
tough. Prisoners had to do very 
physically demanding tasks. These 
included:  

• The treadwheel – using the 
steps on a huge wooden and 
iron wheel to move it.  

• Shot drill – lifting a heavy iron 
cannonball 

• The crank – machinery that 
victims turned 10,000 times a 
day.  


