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Key Vocabulary 

rock Rock is a solid material made up of one or more type of mineral. 

igneous Igneous rocks are formed from magma or lava. These can be extrusive or intrusive. 
Extrusive igneous rocks are formed above the Earth’s surface, whereas intrusive 
igneous rocks are formed below the Earth’s surface. 

sedimentary Sedimentary rocks are formed when layers of sediment are pressed together over 
time. You can often see these layers of sediment in the rock. 

 metamorphic Metamorphic rocks are formed when igneous or sedimentary rocks are exposed to 
extreme heat and pressure. 

 minerals Minerals are naturally occurring substances found in the Earth. Most minerals have a 
crystal structure. Examples of minerals include quartz and gold. 

 soil Soil is the top layer of the Earth’s surface. It provides nutrients and support for plant 
life and it is made up of minerals (from broken-down rocks), air, water and organic 
matter (living things that are either dead or alive). 

Links to previous learning: 

Famous scientists and inventors, survival, plants, earth and space, 

materials 

Famous people/places: 

James Hutton 

Charles Lyell 

Alfred Wegener 

Inge Lehmann 


