
    

FORCES – RED SQUIRREL CLASS 

Examples of mechanisms are pulleys, gears and levers. 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

forces Pushes or pulls 

friction A force that acts between two surfaces or 
objects that are moving, or trying to move, 
across each other. 

gravity A pulling force exerted by the Earth (or 
anything else which has mass). 

air resistance A type of friction caused by air pushing 
against any moving object. 

water 
resistance 

A type of friction caused by water pushing 
against any moving object. 

buoyancy An object is buoyant if it floats.  

stream-lined When an object is shaped to minimise the 
effects of air or water resistance.  

mechanism Mechanisms are simple machines with 
moving parts that change input forces and 
movement into a set of useful output forces. 

upthrust A force that pushes objects up, usually in 
water. 

Links to previous learning: 

 Famous scientists and inventors 

 Space 

Important people and places: 

Sir Isaac Newton 

 


