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The aim of this hooklet is to- welcome you to- Woodside and

any questions youw have ahout your child starting school. It contains
additional information to that found in our Prospectus and we hope
it will be particularly useful to parents whose children are o to
school for the first time. conmng
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School Ethos

We strive to establish a caring community, whose attitudes and volues are built
on mutual trust and respect for all. Our intention is that every memher of the
Jairly and well. Wepromotemeﬁﬁectwabammwunmnenb so that everyone
can feel happy, safe and secure. We endeavour to show compassion,
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Classes
Little Dormice - Pre-school (2-4 Years old)
Dormice — Reception
Fallow Deer — Year 1 and Year 2

Woodpeckers - Year 3 and 4
Red Squirrels — Year 5 and 6

The First Few Weeks in Darmice class

We set up a daily routine as soon as your child starts in Reception. Below is a
table of what a typical day in reception class looks like.

Time Activity,

9.00am Enter through school gate.
Register and activities

Phonics (Essential Letters & Sounds)
Session one with a numeracy focus

StUrgtumz

10.30-10.45

on the children's interests. One day, it

2pm-2.15pm Playtime
2.15-3.00pm Reflection time/assemhbly then home.




Learning

Your child's interests play an important part of the Early Years Cwrriculum. Play
is scaffolded by an adult and is very different to the provision in Little Dormice.
Almost all people learn hest through hands-on, active learning and it's a well-
established fact that young children learn hest this way. In our setting we aim
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Dormice class have regular welly wualks in our natwre area, school grounds and,
learn outside in all weather. Don't worry, the school will provide wuterproofs
and footwear for the children to use.

Reading

A child who has learmned that reading is a pleasurable activity is a child who will
be motivated to learn to read.

Our children are encowruged to take their reading hooks home each night to
share with their parents. Please enswre that the hook is returned, each day.
Class teacher will provide advice on how hest to help your child with his/her
them. They are designed to make the child awuare that stories have a beginning,
a middle and an end, by telling stories through pictures. Phonics hooks will he
sent home as soon as your child is ready to read them.

From the earliest age, read regularly to your child and keep this up even after
they have leawrned to read. Share hooks, so that they can look at the pictures and
eventually at the words. It is invaluable to make reading “something we do
together”. Make a hahit of enjouing a bedtime story together. Well-loved stories
add to- a child's sense of security.

Please can yowr child bring in a hook bag not a rucksack. We have very limited,
space in the clouk room. Book hags are avuilable in our school colours these can
be purchased from School Trends




Drop off and Pick Up

We ask all parents to- make sure that their children do not arrive in school hefore
8.40 am as we cannot he held responsible for mishaps or accidents which occur

If someone “different’ is coming to collect your child, please inform the class
teacher or office.

At home time, parents wuit outside the main school gate until the class comes
out. Children will be personally handed over to their parent/ carer.

If yow collect your child by car at the end of the school day, please drive very
slowly in the vicinity of the school and remember that a one-wuy system
operutes in the morming and at the end of the day, (drive down the hill with the
school on your left and continue around as yow depart). Please do not double

Absences and School Closwres

Reasons for being ahsent are regarded as authorised: -

Ilness, minor ailments, coughs and colds

Receiving part-time or temporary education at an off-site unit
Family bereavement

Medical or dental appointment

Day of religious ohservance

School doswre (i.e. due to snow)

There may be other circumstances when it is reasonable for the school to
allow leave of ahsence, otherwise the ahsence is UNAUTHORISED.
Attendance is monitored closely by the Educational Welfare Officer on hehalf
af the Local Authority and they will follow up cases of excessive ahsence
whether authorised, or not.

All ahsences are recorded electronically and coded according to the reason
yow give us for the ahsence. Parents are asked to notify the school before 10
a.m. on the first day of absence and to keep the school informed, if the
ahsence continues for more than 2/3 days. This can be done by, telephone.
If your child, is ahsent and we do not hear from youw then we will try, and,




Lateness is also recorded and monitored so please try and make sure that
yowr child is at school on time so that they can start the day in a relaxed and,

happy state, ready to learn.

In the event of school closure (this is most likely to happen if it snows),
please look at the school wehsite or school App.
Or our school wehbsite: www.wouodside.gloucs.sch.uk

Milk and Snacks

If you would like your child to have milk, we have enclosed the leaflet
explaining what youw have to do. Milk is avuilable free for children up to the
Children may eat fruit at play time. Classes 1 and 2 are provided with fruit free
af charge through a scheme. Please do not send sweets, chocolate or sweet

Dinner time

Hot meals are provided free of charge for all reception and Key stage 1 children,
alternatively they can bring a packed lunch. We do request that youw do not give
them items such as 'winders’ or yoghurt in containers that they have to suck.

Children whose parents are in receipt of Family Income Support are eligible for
extro funding. Please contact the office to get the necessary paperwork.

Top Tip: Try to ensure that your child can use a knife, fork and spoon and that
he/she is in the habit of wushing hands hefore a meal.

Uniform

We encowruge the children to wear owr school uniform. It is economical to buy
and looks extremely smart. We do hope that youw will support us in this and
send, your child/children in the school colours. Uniform is available from the
School Trends of Myclothing -online orders

Muyclothing.com/Wouodside- primary-school/13925.school

Please enswre all items of clothing are named.

P.E. Uniform
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http://www.woodside.educatr.com/
http://www.schooltrendsonline.com/

Shirt, shorts and draw- string bag, these can he purchased from School Trends
(schooltrendsonline.com.). Please note the statement in the Prospectus

ling, the wearing, of jowellery,

Medical Information

In yowr welcome pack, we will distribute to all the parents of the Reception
children a Pupil Information/Data Collection sheet in which you will be asked to
answer guestions about yowr child's health and well being, so make sure that
yow complete them and retwn them to the school office. Please ensuwre that we
by completing the admission form which we send out to parents. This
information needs to he kept up to date throughout the time your child is at
Woudside School.

Please note: - WE ARE NOT NOTIFIED OF ANY MEDICAL INFORMATION
CONCERNING YOUR CHILD BY OUTSIDE AGENCIES. WE WILL NOT BE
AWARE OF ANY CONDITIONS UNLESS YOU TELL US.

Medicines will only be given to children when it is ahsolutely essential”. If
yowr child is taking antibiotics, then make sure you ask the doctor to- prescribe
them in such a way that they can be effectively given before and after the school
overnight because the child has forgotten to take it home.

* With the Administering Medication form heing filled out (in School office)




